
1 Prevention first
At Christian Aid, we believe 

conflict needs to be tackled 
by dealing with root causes.
Action to tackle the climate crisis and 
address economic inequality would go 
a long way to ensuring peace. We also 
need to invest in targeted, community-
led conflict prevention approaches. 

2
Drastic cuts to 
peacebuilding in 
the UK aid budget

The proportion of the UK aid budget 
spent on peacebuilding and conflict 
prevention fell by half during the 
ten years up to 2020. Steep cuts to 
such prevention work in many of 
the countries where Christian Aid 
works, like South Sudan and Afghanistan, 
have undermined the road to peace. 

The need 
for peace – 
cribsheet 
Key things to know 
about peace in this 
general election year

Today, the need for 
peacebuilding is more 
urgent than ever.

3 UK military spending*
Meanwhile, UK military spending 

remains at 2% of UK gross national income, and 
the UK is one of the world’s biggest exporters 
of military equipment and training. British 
arms have been at the heart of war in some 
of the poorest places in the world. 

Being a force for peace is incompatible with 
permitting UK-based firms to sell arms to 
parties involved in conflicts where there is 
evidence or risk of violations of international law. 

4 The UK can do better
Ultimately, the UK hasn’t done enough 

to promote peacebuilding and has played a 
role in perpetuating some of the root causes 
of conflicts – not least through building much 
of its wealth on the extraction of resources 
from conflict-affected countries.

Yet, as one of the richest countries in the world, 
with influence in global fora such as the United 
Nations (UN) Security Council, the UK can play 
a positive role in building a more just and 
peaceful world. 

*Example
Since 2015, the UK Government has 
licenced approx. £450 million of arms 
either directly to Israel or states 
manufacturing arms for Israel.1 This 
is despite concerns about violations 
of international law through Israel’s 
blockade and bombardment of Gaza.

#ActOnPoverty

1  caat.org.uk



P u t p e a c e 
fi r s t
W h a t t o c all f o r

C h ri sti a n Ai d i s c alli n g f o r 
t h e  n e x t  U K  G o v e r n m e nt t o 
u s e it s  v oi c e, m o n e y a n d i n fl u e n c e 
t o b e a f o r c e f o r p e a c e i n 
t h e  w o rl d.  F o r e x a m pl e, b y: 

•  A d d r e s s i n g t h e r o ot c a u s e s
of w a r s  b y t a c kli n g e c o n o mi c
i n e q u alit y a n d t h e cli m at e c ri si s.

•  S p e n di n g m o r e of t h e U K ai d a n d
d ef e n c e b u d g et s o n p e a c e b uil di n g.

•  V oti n g f o r p e a c e at t h e U N.

•  St o p pi n g a r m s s al e s t o
g o v e r n m e nt s  o r g r o u p s w h o
a r e  vi ol ati n g i nt e r n ati o n al
l a w  o r  h u m a n  ri g ht s.

T h e r e a r e m o r e vi ol e n t 

c o n fli c t s  t h a n  a t a n y ti m e 

i n  t h e l a s t 3 0  y e a r s. 

W h e r e v e r vi ol e n t c o n fli c t 

o c c u r s, i t t r a p s c o m m u ni ti e s i n 

p o v e r t y t h r o u g h  r e p e a t e d c y cl e s 

of  vi ol e n c e a n d e x cl u si o n.
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# A c t O n P o v e r t y

W h e t h e r i n g o v e r n m e n t  

o r  o p p o si ti o n, y o u r f u t u r e  

M P c a n pl a y t h ei r p a r t.  

T al k t o y o u r g e n e r al  

el e c ti o n c a n di d a t e s n o w.

M o r e  i nf o r m a ti o n: 

R e a d  C hri s ti a n  Ai d’ s 

m a nif e s t o i n f ull –  

c ai d. i e/ m a nif e s t o 2 4

C a s e s t u d y 

S o ut h S u d a n i s o n e of t h e w o rl d’ s y o u n g e st 
n ati o n s. T hi s  y e a r, t h e c o u nt r y will h ol d it s 
fi r st  el e c ti o n s si n c e  g ai ni n g i n d e p e n d e n c e. 

T h e c o u nt r y i s hi g hl y v ul n e r a bl e t o t h e 
cli m at e c ri si s a n d t o wi d e s p r e a d c o n fli c t. 
B ot h h a v e di s pl a c e d c o m m u niti e s a n d 
c a u s e d a p e r si st e nt  a n d r e c u r ri n g h u n g e r 
c ri si s,  m a ki n g t h e p at h t o p e a c e h a r d e r. 

T h e S o ut h S u d a n C o u n cil of C h u r c h e s ( S S C C) i s 
o n e of  C h ri sti a n Ai d’ s k e y p a r t n e r s. T h e  C o u n cil 
h a s pl a y e d a c riti c al r ol e i n r e st o ri n g p e a c e  at 
b ot h a l o c al a n d n ati o n al l e v el b y f a cilit ati n g 
di al o g u e b et w e e n  c o m m u niti e s. 

C h ri sti a n Ai d i s c alli n g o n t h e n e xt U K G o v e r n m e nt 
t o s u p p o r t t h e d eli v e r y of f u n d s i nt o c o m m u nit y-
l e d c o n fli ct p r e v e nti o n a n d p e a c e b uil di n g 
i niti ati v e s  s u c h  a s t h o s e r u n b y  S S C C.

W o m e n g a t h e r a t a p e a c e 
c o n f e r e n c e h el d b y t h e 
S o u t h S u d a n C o u n cil o f 
C h u r c h e s a n d C h ri s ti a n Ai d.

https://caid.ie/manifesto24



